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BG Robert Cardenas to Be Honored for Flight Test

BG Cardenas was the former Special Air Warfare Center (SAWC) commander from June 1968 to Jul 1969 and just recently celebrated his 90th birthday see http://gallery.me.com/frank.sailer/100464 .  What most of us who served under him in SAWC did not know of his historical aviation pioneer work he did in the USAF.  He will be honored by The Flight Test Historical Foundation (FTHF) at Edwards AFB, CA who will bestow on BG Cardenas the first  FTHF Life time Achievement Award for Excellence in Flight Test  in a gala affair on Sat 8 May 2010 at the Proud Bird Grand Ballroom near the LAX airport  in Los  Angeles, CA –see www.edwardsmuseun.com .  The restaurant is a real historical site which most of the aviation pioneers are honored there and the restaurant is loaded with aviation historical artifacts.  They have historical aircraft of some of the most famous aircraft from WWI to the present.   It is a very fitting facility to honor BG Cardenas because of its historical contributions to the aviation industry in Southern California.  I will attend for the ACA.

 General Cardenas was born in Merida, Yucatan, Mexico in 1920 and later attended schools in San Diego.  General Cardenas began his military career as a Private in the Army Coast Artillery, and then became a pilot as a Cadet in the Army Air Corps.  In 1941, the graduates of his flight training class were asked who among them had glider experience; Bob Cardenas was the only one who raised his hand. Result: 2nd Lt. Cardenas was sent 
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in 1942 to Twenty-Nine Palms, Calif., where he was tasked with the job of establishing a U.S. Army Air Forces (AAF) glider training school. 

During this assignment, he acquired his initial test piloting experience as he evaluated a series of prototype gliders as well as the operational concepts for their employment. Following a stint as a test pilot for the Aircraft Laboratory at Wright Field, Ohio, he flew combat in B-24s for the 506th Bombardment Squadron. Shot down on his 20th mission over Germany in March 1944, he escaped into Switzerland and then into France prior to D-Day. 


Returning to the States, General Cardenas became a test pilot after his 1945 graduation from the Flight Performance School. He participated in the flight test evaluation of the German ME-262 and the ARADO 234. Considered one of the AAFs top multi-engine test pilots, he was assigned as project pilot for the XB-45 program and designated chief of the Flight Test Divisions Bomber Ops Section in 1946. In 1947, Cardenas was a key member of the X-1 supersonic project. He was the Operations Officer and the command pilot of the B-29 that launched Chuck Yeager in the X-1 into the realm of supersonic flight. 

In 1948, he was assigned as Officer in Charge of Flight Test Division projects at Muroc AFB and Chief Air Force Test Pilot of the YB-49 Flying Wing program. After completion of the Performance Phase II, he checked out Captain Glen Edwards on the YB-49 since he was the Chief Test Pilot for the YB-49 Flying Wing, and later turned the program over to Glen Edwards while he went to school at USC.   Capt Glen Edwards was killed in the crash of the aircraft and Edwards AFB is named after him. In 1949, Cardenas flew the YB-49 from Muroc AFB to Andrews AFB to set a transcontinental record of 4 hours, 05 minutes, covering 2,258 miles at a speed of 511.2 mph. 

During the Korean War, Cardenas was at Wright Field and Edwards testing new jet fighters and bombers. He then became the Commander of the 51st Fighter Interceptor Wing in Okinawa, flying the F-86D. Later, he was Commander of the 18th Tactical Fighter Wing on Okinawa during the Gulf of Tonkin crisis in 1964, and for two years flew the F-105 over Vietnam. 

He returned to the U.S. to command the 835th Air Division at McConnell AFB, training F-105 crews for combat in Vietnam

Cardenas went on to Air War College and on graduation was assigned as Chief of the Aircraft & Missile Programs Division in the Pentagon. 

From the Pentagon, he was made Chief of The Special Operations Division at US Strike Command HQ in Tampa, Florida. This later led to his Command of the Air Force Special Air Warfare Center. 

He went on to be assigned in Europe as Vice Commander of the 16th Air Force in Spain. It was here that he had the dubious honor of negotiating the withdrawal of U.S. armed forces in Libya with Muhmar Quadafi. 

For his birthday his family arranged the Santa Luz Country Club with pictures of his life scattered around the banquet hall see http://gallery.me.com/frank.sailer/100464l.    Picture 5411 is a picture of my Father and mother; 5412 has assorted shots; 5443 is our grandson Rick with Gladys the picture in the background is me as a child; 5454 is our granddaughter Torrey;

5456 is Robin's husband Frank with David and Mike; 5461 is my niece Michelle with our daughter Robin; 5465 is Mark and 5469 is Mike; 5474 is our granddaughters Kelly and Jenna; 5475 shows Alec, Kevin & Katlyn.    5436 shows some of the tables in the banquet room.

The very first group of pictures was taken at Mt. Soledad where Richard Sr. (buried at the Air Force Academy), Michael and Mark had their stone Plaques placed alongside mine.

Bob Cardenas notes for the 2nd Air Division Reunion
Shawn, 

I would be more than happy to be there.    I would appreciate a ride if possible.    Hate that LA area traffic.    Have attached a picture of my B-24 going down in flames over Germany.     The original oil painting hangs in the San Diego International Aerospace Museum along with a brass plaque explaining the mission and the picture.    I was not with my crew since I was riding Command Pilot that day.     I have also attached a picture of the large bronze B-24 monument that we placed at the Veterans Memorial Garden of the Veterans Memorial Center in San Diego.    Many 2nd Air Division people made this possible.

Bob Cardenas

Dave Kleinschmitt, kuyashadow@yahoo.com, SSgt Robert Foster

Gene; thank you so much for that fast reply, and for forwarding my email on. To that end, I just received an email from Maj Meeks giving me some info and that we will continue. You have no idea how much this has meant to me. I have worn SSgt Foster's bracelet for 10+ years, the reason I selected his was that I was also a SSgt in the AF at one time, I had flown C-47's with the Ops guys at Pease AFB in the mid 60's, and that SSgt Foster was 38 at the time of his death, my age at AF retirement. It just seemed to fit. Since then have done research on the accident along with the A Shau valley area in general, but wanted a more personal addition, which you have given me, and I thank you. I will be in touch, and will look for Chris Hobson information.  My best regards to you, Dave Kleinschmidt, 2340 Emmett Dr NW, Salem, OR   97304, 503-779-4558


Joe Kittinger –What a guy!  Central Florida and the aerospace community know Joe Kittinger as holder of one of the most impressive aeronautical records — a 102,800-foot jump from a balloon to a New Mexico desert floor in 1960 as the space age dawned.

Half a century later, at age 81, Kittinger is helping another daring man try to break his record by leaping from the edge of space, a nearly 23-mile drop from the stratosphere.

The man planning to break Kittinger's record — Felix "Fearless Felix" Baumgartner — also expects to be the first skydiver to break the speed of sound. No one is certain Baumgartner will survive the jump, but Kittinger, who lives in Altamonte Springs, is confident enough in the project's success to lend his expertise and support.

"I wouldn't be in it if I didn't think he could do it," said Kittinger, a retired 

 Air Force" 
U.S. Air Force
 colonel.

Through the years, Kittinger turned down numerous requests to help daredevils’ intent on breaking his record. This one, he determined, is different.

The "Red Bull Stratos" project is less about breaking a record than about gaining scientific, medical and technical knowledge for the next era in space, say those involved in the project.

"I'm delighted to take a part. When we did these flights [and jumps], we did not do it to set records," said Kittinger, who twice jumped from 74,700 feet or higher before his landmark descent o

Record-holder and mentor

In his early 40s, Baumgartner is a veteran skydiver and BASE jumper. He has jumped from towers and bridges, and in 2003 he became the first person to cross the English Channel with a carbon wing.

"There's no doubt if everything goes right that he'll break the sound barrier," said Clark, who described Baumgartner as a "cerebral" type who is not shy about raising questions and concerns, which keeps the project scientists on their toes and doing their homework

Baumgartner, Clark said, understands he might not survive but "wants to prove to himself that you can do things beyond comprehension."

Carol Hattrup, checkmate3@comcast.net  Col Jack Brennecke

 I am one of Col (ret) Jack Brennecke's daughters---is the unit he was affiliated with (Ranch Hand) in Vietnam?  Trying to do some research, appreciate any assistance.  C.L. Hattrup, (Col, USAF, JAGC, Ret), Arlington, VA 22202, (703) 664-0366
checkmate3@comcast.net or via www.moaa.org
Yes it was in Vietnam.  Is there anything I can help you out with?  I have a list of Ranch Hand crews, some tail numbers and some information if you are looking for some historical data.  Are you searching for data on Agent Orange medical data or you writing a story?  If you let me know what you are looking for I will put you into the right place.  Gene Rossel

Carol Hattrup, checkmate3@comcast.net , Col Brennecke

At this point, am just trying to get his basic service data (assignments, Silver Star citation, etc.) as he is seriously ill....he is in a nursing home right now.    He's just never given us his military bio information, or the units he was assigned to, and that sort of thing, and like all kids, until we had grandkids, or became vets ourselves, we really never appreciated the importance or significance of that information.  I was only about 9 or 10 years old when he did his one year tour in Vietnam. 
However, I could certainly consider writing a story for MOAA magazine, as I am currently on the MOAA Board of Directors now, a nonprofit veteran's organization, and much of the legislation it lobbies for pertains to veterans’ disability, CRSC, CDRP, as well as other legislation to support wounded warriors. 
 Other than going to the National Records Center with an SF 180 which usually only releases personal records or individual citations after a death, thought I would try to locate some biographical information through his former unit. 
 Thanks for the quick reply, Carol  

Can any of you Ranch Hands help Col Brennecke’s daughter?     
 

.

L.D. Strouse, mailto:loongles@gmail.com , Night raid on Son Tay

I knew Jerry at Hurlburt when I was a FAC IP.  Again in Vietnam when he was flying A-1s and I was with AAM.  Then in Laos when he was running things and yet again as a civilian in Cambodia when he was working for Bird Air.  I guess I never had any reason to make formal contact therefore he was always Jerry.   No offense meant.  Les

 Eugene Rossel, aircommando1@earthlink.net:

It was Jerry Rhein but I think his formal name was Ed.  I knew Jerry very well and we were in Laos together.   He was the AOC commander at 20A I believe several times.  He was there when I was there.
 L.D. Strouse, loongles@gmail.com , Night raid on Son Tay, Gene, Me thinks that the A-1 leader was Jerry Rhein.  And I am not sure that I have spelled his last name correctly.  We were FAC IPs together at Hurlburt.  We worked for different companies together in SEA at various times!  LOL Les Strouse

Jerry Rhein, Night Raid on Soy Tay

I always knew him as Jerry and always called him that as well as did everybody else.  I saw his formal name of Ed on several documents in the past and Gen Manor used his formal name.  I didn’t know he flew for Bird Air.  I will put this in the ACA Newsletter.  Thanks for the info.

DC-3 Stories Abound, http://www.thelasttime.org/diaries.htm 
As details firm up for the huge gathering of DC-3 and C-47 aircraft just before AirVenture, those with a personal attachment to the venerable aircraft are telling their stories. Organizers of the Last Time, a celebration of the 75th anniversary of the first flight of the aircraft, have opened a diary section on their Web site that encourages the swapping of yarns about the iconic aircraft. From stories about JATO-assisted takeoffs (800 feet) to bush flying to super secret electronic surveillance missions in Vietnam, the site covers the history of the aircraft through the eyes of those who flew it. Although more than 130 such stories have been added to the site, organizers say that's the tip of the iceberg and they're hoping for thousands of entries. Meanwhile preparations continue for the mass formation flight of 40 aircraft from Rock Falls, ILL to Oshkosh for the opening day of AirVenture on July 26 which will include one of the last flying DC-2s in existence.
The Museum of Flight in Seattle owns N1934D but Clay Lacy has been instrumental in restoring it to flying condition and will be in the left seat when it takes part in the festivities. The aircraft was built in 1934 and was originally sold to Pan Am for use in South America. It spent time as a smoke jumper platform before it was acquired by the Douglas Historical Society in the 1970s. It spent 15 years parked at Santa Monica Airport before the Seattle museum bought it and put it in good enough flying condition for the trip to Seattle, where it was put on static display, still in need of engine work. Lacy flew it back to Van Nuys earlier this year to overhaul the engines and it's now in top operating condition.
Someone remembers SEA –author unknown.  Now 42 years have passed and, thankfully, I rarely think of those days in Cambodia, Laos, and the panhandle of North Vietnam where small teams of Americans and Montangards fought much larger elements of the North Vietnamese Army. Instead I see vignettes: some exotic, some mundane:

*The smell of Nuc Mam.

*The heat, dust, and humidity.

*The blue exhaust of cycles clogging the streets.

*Elephants moving silently through the tall grass.

*Hard eyes behind the servile smiles of the villagers.

*Standing on a mountain in Laos and hearing a tiger roar.

*A young girl squeezing my hand as my medic delivered her baby.

*The flowing Ao Dais of the young women biking down Tran Hung Dao.

*My two years as Casualty Notification Officer in North Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland.

J.C. Wheeler , All EC-47 Folks The EC-47 Site 
I received a phone call last evening from one of ours, Leroy Gray.  Leroy is looking for an email address, a postal address, a phone number or any other way of contacting the widow of Capt. Walter F. Burke.     Capt. Burke was one of the men lost on Cap 72 on Feb. 5th, 1969, lost out of Pleiku.  Leroy and Walter were both in the same Pilot Training Class.   The class wants to invite Walter's widow to join them at their reunions.   Any help would be most appreciated.  If you have something, please send it to me and I will forward it to Leroy as he did not address the subject of how to get information to him.
 Thanks and I hope to see you all in about a month in Florida for Reunion 2010.  Take Care and Keep in Touch, J.C.
 

 Ron Workman, workmanr@bigpound.net.au , Australia   Anzac Day 25 April, 2010

Good morning Gene, Trust both you and Anne are in good health.  Apologies for the long dwell in any sort of contact, both Marj and self have had a few surgeries that put us out of action for quite a spell.  Well with the lead up to Anzac Day Dawn Service and Mid Day Service our thoughts and acknowledgements to our American counterparts is ongoing on this special Day as we pay tribute to our fallen.  Garry Cooper will be with us this year with Keith Payne VC on overseas commitments then opening a Cenotaph out of respect to all Australian Indigenous Service personnel who have fought in all wars and conflicts since WW1.  I enjoyed your US Gallipoli email.

Take care and sincere regards: Ron & Marj. Workman

Gran Craddock. gran@craddock.com Maj George Henry "Gus" Albrecht T-28 driver KIA Vietnam

Gents, I need to bring you two up to date on events.  The bad news is that I was not able to vet Gus in time to make the cut for Alumni Weekend at the end of this month.  The good news is that his name will be unveiled on Veterans’ Day in November.  In a way, that is a much more impressive ceremony.  It is done at a candle light ceremony.   Actually, Gus will get a “twofer” by doing it this way.  

The general will tell all about Gus at the memorial ceremony during Alumni Weekend and again in November.  From what I gather, Gus was famous for getting an extra something thrown in.  So, this is in keeping with his past.  However, I have to write up something for the general to say about Gus.

To that end, I am attaching a copy of a picture of his metals that are shown on the Virtual Vietnam Veterans’ Wall.  The only one I recognize is the Purple Heart.  I would appreciate your telling me what the others are.  Concerning his paratrooper training – was he entailed to wear those wings, also?  

The problem is that I am under the gun to get something to the general’s office by the 26th and it looks as if I am going to have to take my wife to the Mayo Clinic for a procedure on her back.  So, your prompt response will be appreciated.  Thanks, Gran

Please send Gran any information any remembrance of his exploits and his bravery in the Air Commandos you have of Gus for his induction in his old military school.  

James R "Chilli" Wills,   jrwills9@msn.com, Daughter’s Retirement form USN       
Hi Guys.  Many of you met my daughter at our last reunion. She has decided to retire after twenty one years of service. With her permission, I am extending the invitation, to attend her retirement ceremony, on to you. If you happen to be in the area, stop by.  CDR Pamela Y. Willsborgstede, on the occasion of her retirement from the United States Navy Friday, the thirtieth of April Two thousand and ten at four o’clock p.m. SOCCENT Main Conference Room SOCCENT Headquarters MacDill Air Force Base, Florida


Nolan Schmidt, Nolschfly@aol.com , HH-53 Jolly Green Rescue Mission
For me, the real heroes of the air war over North Vietnam and Laos were the aircrews of the air rescue mission (HH-53s in this clip.)  Unfortunately they don't mention the CH-3's, other helicopter types, Sandy (A-1 propeller driven fighters) who went in first and "sanitized" the area as best they could -- and others who also participated.  In South Vietnam the Army Helios also would come to our rescue.    The action documented here occurred during my third SEA tour (F-4s this time, like the fighter depicted) and is but one rescue that was conducted on a nearly daily basis in one part of the combat area or another.  It was an unbending tradition on the fighter bases that helicopter aircrews never had to buy their own drinks at the bar.  NWS

 
                                                                                                           

George Weeden, WeedenGSW46@aol.com, Tom Baer 

You did great, I received several e mails from guys that remembered Tom Baer, He answered one and we are having a very good conservation over the internet.  Thanks Again and keep up the good work

George

Wells Jackson, jaxcafe100@yahoo.com , LeMoyne Hall, Former Eastern DC-7B N836D approved for Flight!

What a beauty.....The DC-7 was a nice airplane... Airlift International flew DC-7's into Howard on contract in the 60's.  I don't know if you knew this, but I crossed the picket line in July 1989 at Eastern and flew Boeing-727's and DC-9's during their final year and a half of operations.

Thanks Lemoyne, Wells Jackson 

Wells was threatened by the union with bodily harm for doing this

Harold Skipper, skipperhj@tampabay.rr.com , The Pacific, WW II Photos & C-123

I was scared to open this. But glad I did.  I have seen most of these shots (but I don't think all) and will be embarrassed if you tell me I should have, that I had sent the whole collection out.  Who did you get my name from?  I was a B-29 navigator at the end of the Korean War, then to pilot training and mostly tankers.  I was in C-123s during the Vietnam War and then to the EC-135 at Hickam AFB. Had a short tour at the Space Defense Center to finish it out - 1975. I am interested in your aircommando1. Best regards.   (The C-123 was the only airplane I could crash on landing be complimented....I hit within the first ten feet of the runway).

The Pilot Personality – I always wondered about them?
 Pilots are a distinct segment of the general population. 

In addition to flying skills, pilots are selected for their personalities and for a distinct "pilot persona." These characteristics make them safer pilots.
Pilots tend to be physically and mentally healthy. Pilots tend to be "reality based," because by the very nature of their work they are constantly testing reality. There are those; however who would dispute this claim.
Pilots tend to be self-sufficient and may have difficulty functioning in team situations without CRM and other training. They have difficulty trusting anyone to do the job as well as they can. Pilots tend to be suspicious, even a little paranoid. In moderation, this quality serves them well within their environment and is, in fact, a quality that managements look for in the pilot personality. Outside the cockpit, this quality shows up in the tendency of many pilots to set two or three alarm clocks-- even though he or she may generally wake up before any of the alarms go off. The suspicious/paranoid tendency also affects the way pilots function in their private lives, as well.

Pilots tend to be intelligent but are typically not intellectually oriented. They like "toys"-- boats, cars, motorcycles, big watches, etc. They are good at taking things apart, if not putting them back together. Pilots are concrete, practical, linear thinkers rather than abstract, philosophical, or theoretical. On a scale that ranges from analytically oriented to emotionally oriented, pilots tend to be toward the analytical end. They are extremely reality and goal-oriented. They like lists showing concrete problems, not talking about them. This goal orientation tends towards the short term as opposed to the long term. Pilots are bimodal: on/off, black/white, good/bad, safe/unsafe, regulations/non-regulations.
Pilots are inclined to modify their environment rather than their own behavior. Pilots need excitement; a 9-to-5 job would drive most pilots to distraction. Pilots are competitive, being driven by a need to achieve, and don't handle failure particularly well. Pilots have a low tolerance for personal imperfection, and long memories of perceived injustices.

 Pilots tend to be scanners, drawing conclusions rapidly about situational facts. Pilots scan people as if they were instruments; they draw conclusions at a glance rather than relying on long and emotion-laden conversations.
Pilots avoid introspection and have difficulty revealing, expressing, or even recognizing their feelings. When they do experience unwanted feelings, they tend to mask them, sometimes with humor or even anger. Being unemotional helps pilots deal with crises, but can make them insensitive toward the feelings of others. The spouses and children of pilots frequently complain that the pilot has difficulty expressing complex human emotions toward them.

This emotional "block" can create difficulty communicating. How many incidents or accidents have occurred due to poor communications? The vast majority of Professional Standards cases will be caused by poor communication.   Courtesy of ALPA (Air Line Pilots Association)

Ron Phillips, randtphillips@gmail.com, Dick Russell visit.  Two original Air Commandos have a mini reunion.

Had a most enjoyable day yesterday visiting Dick Russell who was here in Santa Fe, New Mexico visiting his sister.  It had been a number of years since we had communicated, so we racked our aging brains and rehashed a lot of old memories and friends from the Jungle Jim and early Commando days.  Any ears burning among you old farts from the early sixties?  We treated all of you humanely, even honorably!    We both hope there will be another reunion before too long with emphasis on those early days and all the adventuresome folks that were a part of it.  Ron Phillips


Ron Kulig, ronkul@msn.com  Skyraider!

When I viewed this clip I got chills and a lot of memories. Worked on them for over 2 years, at Pleiku, RVN and of course NKP. Great airplane. Was run up and taxi qualified? You guys enjoy. Ron Kulig, Recip Engine Shop, Spad Mech.
Paul Copher, PaulC76504@aol.com ,  Found lost soul
 I was taking my Dad, Col. Paul D. Copher (Ret) to dinner when a man came running up to my Explorer and asked about the Special Operations Assn. license plate on the front of the vehicle. He stated his name was Mike Maleski and he had been in Special Operations a long time ago. He then said he had been assigned to Hurlburt, or as my old orders said "Eglin Aux. Field # 9". OSI never could figure out why I had been taken from OSI and sent to Florida as they could not find an Aux Field # 9! But this man revealed he had worn his bush hat and blue ascot and had been a member of an early training team to SEA. 

 

After that adventure he changed his career field from Air Commando to Chaplain! I asked if he was a member of the ACA and he had no idea it existed. I took his name and email of MMaleski@cox.net. I sent him the ACA address and that of the SOA so I thought I had better follow up with a note to you all. 

 

After a tour with Treasury as an instructor at FLETC I returned to Tucson and taught high school gifted and talented kids for some years until I fell into a job as a movie and TV technical advisor on weaponry (all that 5 years of running the USAF SOS DIT Course Weapons Demo) plus OSI and Tucson Police background helped out a great deal).

 

We lost Mom 5 years back and Dad who was the Deputy Base Commander of Thule when the B 52 crashed spilling men and nukes on the ice and ended his 32 year career as Base Commander of Davis Monthan here in Tucson has Alzheimer so I am taking care of him. The only time he is normal is when he eats out on the town so my Explorer with its military decals gets some attention and allows me to find some old vets like Mr. Maleski. 

 Paul D. Copher Jr., USAF Special Operations School DIT (1983-88), USAF OSI (1976-83), Tucson Police Dept. (1975-76)

Al Wight, aawight@peoplepc.com, Valve job!!!!!!!!!!! April 19, 2010 8:54 AM.  Recovery.

The U-10 VC Killer 1962

Success!  I spent 17 days in the Methodist hospital DeBakey Heart Institute in Houston.  I drove the doctors and nurses crazy until they let me out.  I spent a couple weeks at Chris' brother’s house there.  His wife is a thirty year nurse who works in the VIP suites where the rich and famous go.  My son-in-law and daughter drove down Sunday, yesterday, and brought us back to Dallas where we will stay about 3 weeks.  I feel pretty good, but very weak.  I'll be off most of the medications after 30 days.  Couldn't stand the sight of food for quite a while, but now am beginning to eat better.  I lost 15 pounds.  Really not a good way to lose weight.  They replaced my aortic valve with a third generation porcine valve and part of the aorta which was starting to bulge because of the high pressure squirting through the narrowed valve.  They split my breast bone to get at the heart and super glued it back together.  Quit taking the powerful pain pills which were making my brain foggier than usual and I was having a hard time focusing my eyes.  Coughing and sneezing are torture, but I am better able to tolerate the pain every day.  I had one of the best heart surgeons in the world which gave me confidence that everything would turn out okay.  It is just a matter of time now to get my strength and stamina back.  I really appreciate your thoughts and prayers. Love you all. Al Wight, Al Wight from "The Edge of Nowhere."

Al your operation scares the hell out of mer.  Get well soon.  Miss your emails - Gene
	A-1 Skyraider Remember by the USAF and USN.  Meet "The Beast" -- the A-1 Skyraider.  The Douglas "Able Dog" joined the fleet in 1945 and was phased-out in 1966.  It went on to fly with the USAF into the early 1970s when most were transferred to the Vietnamese AF.  Skyradiers were formidable ground attack machines and were the heavy punch for Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR) missions.  
 

"The Beast" was big, heavy, and had a P&W R-3350 radial engine swinging a 14-1/2 foot, 4-bladed prop,   The AD (or A-1 after 1962) was the first attack aircraft to lift more ordnance that it weighed.  Skyraiders carried four 20mm cannon, ten 5-inch rockets, and had two wing hard points and one centerline hard point for fuel tanks or bombs.  The Skyraider was replaced by the A-4 Skyhawk, A-6 Intruder, and A-7 Corsair II in Navy attack squadrons.  
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f5kNlb0prOE&NR=1
A Navy pilot who loved the A-1 and his remembrance of this great bird.     Many "Thanks" for the video clip of the Skyraider Attack Aircraft. I extended my original active duty contract just to get to fly this wonderful aircraft. After getting commissioned as an Ensign & getting my Gold Wings @ Corpus Christi, TX, I was assigned to VA(AW)~35 @ NAS North Island (Coronado), CA. I was fortunate to get assigned to a special detachment under the leadership of then LT Jack T French & deployed from USS Hancock (CVA~19). Our normal 6month deployment turned into an 11 month action tour when the Chinese started shelling the islands of Matsu & Quemoy, which the Taiwanese owned. We were suddenly pulled out of a Liberty stop @ Hong Kong, & left a Liberty Shore Party to figure out how to catch up with us off GCI Site "Snowball". Flying AD5N Pathfinders each of us had a Division of straight AD's with us & we were all armed to the teeth.  Had the "Real Balloon" gone up, we had predetermined targets that we were directed to take out. We also had the remarkable ability to treat target areas with "Cancer Preventive Treatments" that would stop the ChiComs cold.
 

All told, I logged about a 1,000 hours in the SPAD . . . ( it was the 10 to 11 hour flights off Vladivostok that were real Butt-Killers . . . and you had to have been hung like a horse to use the "Poopy~suit Relief Tube" ! For me, there was no relief!)
Thanks for the memories, Shipmate.  OH, that # 500 Spad w/ the lightning bolt & Bumble-Bee tail was the squadron that shot down a MIG over Vietnam . . . & my former Boss, J T French was to later command that squadron!
 'Doc' Wagner, av8rdoc@yahoo.com , Remembrances of our toilets in Vietnam.

Squatters' were those who ruined our 'sitters' in RVN...climbing on the commodes busted the latrine seats all to heck in hurry and we ALL became squatters!  Doc' W.
 L.D. Strouse <loongles@gmail.com> wrote:

And Mac still has a thing about "sitter shitters" rather than squatters.  I do sympathize!  The squatters are hard on the old knees.  LOL.  Les Strouse

 KORAT ARMY MEDIC <thearmyguy.09@cox.net> wrote:

But for years we had the only flush toilets...folks came from miles around to use them...compliments of Mac Thompson and his boys...



Dear Gene:

Walter J. Boyne, Wboyne@verizon.net , www.air-boyne.com ACA Member

Sorry not to have been responding lately, but was on a cruise to Bahamas from April 12-17 then had a tour in the hospital April 19-23rd as a result of two blood clots in my lung; they are the side effects of the chemo medicine apparently. Feeling better now, still a little rocky, but taking it easy. Best wishes from -Walt 

Hope you get well soon with those problems.

Ted Lehmann tedandaj@hughes.net, Old Flight Suits leaves some history in this world.

Hi, I live in the Ft. Walton Beach area and I'm a collector of Vietnam era Air Commando Flight suits and jackets, etc.   I try to get info on the veterans of the uniforms I have.  I was wondering if you have any info you can give me on a Colonel Bill Keeler.   I bought some of his uniforms at an estate sale in Ft. Walton Beach a few years ago, but don't have any info on his service.  I have a flight suit with a 1st Air Commando Wing patch on one shoulder and an F-5 patch on the other.  Any help would be great.

Thank you all for your service to our country.  I was only a kid back when the war was going, but am really thankful of what the Special Operations units did during that time.  

 I have enclosed a couple of pictures of some of the items I have.  Have a great day, Regards, Ted Lehmann, Crestview, FL

Bill Keeler remembered.  Bill I will let you answer this since he is looking for you and must have your flight suit.  Let me know what happens

From the Tailhook Association website:
"For those unfamiliar with the aircraft, the E-2 is the only fixed wing aircraft operating off the carrier today without ejection seats -- because of the arrangement of the aircraft and the overhead radar dome, there is no practical way to eject from the aircraft."
http://tailhookdaily.typepad.com/tailhook_daily_briefing/2010/03/vaw121-e2c-hawkeye-lost-at-sea.html
Great pucker factor I bet on landing and takeoff.

Here are some more photos of the gathering of the 17 B-25s and remaining Raiders.  http://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/photos/mediagallery.asp?galleryID=8395&page=1
For those who flew the B-25 you will have some great memories of this site.

Legislature Renames State Road 397To Honor Colonel Bud Day

 Travelers on State Road 397 from Government Avenue to the North Gate of Eglin AFB soon will be riding on Colonel Bud Day Boulevard thanks to legislation sponsored by Senator Don Gaetz, and passed by the House and Senate today.  
 “Our community is honored to be home to America’s greatest living military hero,” Gaetz (R-Niceville) said.  “It’s entirely fitting that the women and men who work on Eglin will see Colonel Day’s name and be reminded of  his courage and patriotism every day on their way to protect and serve our country.”
 Colonel Day served in the Marine Corps, the Army and the Air Force during his thirty-five years of military service.  He was awarded ten Air Medals, four Purple Hearts, four Bronze Stars, the Silver Star, the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Legion of Merit, the Air Force Cross and the nation’s highest military honor, the Medal of Honor.  He is the most decorated member of the military since General Douglas MacArthur.  
 

The bill was sponsored in the House by Representative Dave Murzin (R-Pensacola) and co-sponsored by Representative Matt Gaetz (R-Fort Walton Beach).
 “Colonel Day honors us by allowing the State of Florida to attach his name to ours,” Senator Gaetz said.  “He surely could rest on his lifetime of laurels but he continues to serve our community and his country every day.”

A great tribute to an outstanding warrior.
Drone Pilots Could Be Tried for ‘War Crimes,’ Law Prof Says | Danger Room | Wired.com. 

 This is interesting.  Now what do we do now?   The story is in below.  I wonder what our new younger warriors will take this.  Of course Curtis Lemay also was in danger of this if we lost.

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2010/04/drone-pilots-could-be-tried-for-war-crimes-law-prof-says/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+wired/index+(Wired:+Index+3+(Top+Stories+2)) 

Leon Delisle, leon50@sbcglobal.net
A no bull, factual Air Force documentary film is being produced by a pal of mine named Leon Delisle: "An Airman's Story."  The film is NOT a commercial venture...it's out-of-pocket.  He is seeking more SEA photos, especially gun camera film of MIGs, or SAMs.  Audio-Visual or Photo Recce troops might know where to find them.   'Doc' Wagner, Ubon, NKP and a USAF Flight Surgeon

From: MacAlan Thompson 

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 2:51 AM

To: TLC Brotherhood 

DC-3/C-47/R4D Stories

DC-3 Stories Abound

http://www.avweb.com/eletter/archives/avflash/1619-full.html#202443
Check out the link to the stories, lots now with more to come, so check back now and then. 

Sure a neat flying machine!  Mac Thompson, Thailand

As details firm up for the huge gathering of DC-3 and C-47 aircraft just before AirVenture, those with a personal attachment to the venerable aircraft are telling their stories. Organizers of the Last Time, a celebration of the 75th anniversary of the first flight of the aircraft, have opened a diary section on their Web site that encourages the swapping of yarns about the iconic aircraft. 

http://www.thelasttime.org/diaries.htm
From stories about JATO-assisted takeoffs (800 feet) to bush flying to super secret electronic surveillance missions in Vietnam, the site covers the history of the aircraft through the eyes of those who flew it. Although more than 130 such stories have been added to the site, organizers say that's the tip of the iceberg and they're hoping for thousands of entries. Meanwhile preparations continue for the mass formation flight of 40 aircraft from Rock Falls, ILL to Oshkosh for the opening day of AirVenture on July 26 which will include one of the last flying DC-2s in existence.

The Museum of Flight in Seattle owns N1934D but Clay Lacy has been instrumental in restoring it to flying condition and will be in the left seat when it takes part in the festivities. The aircraft was built in 1934 and was originally sold to Pan Am for use in South America. It spent time as a smoke jumper platform before it was acquired by the Douglas Historical Society in the 1970s. It spent 15 years parked at Santa Monica Airport before the Seattle museum bought it and put it in good enough flying condition for the trip to Seattle, where it was put on static display, still in need of engine work. Lacy flew it back to Van Nuys earlier this year to overhaul the engines and it's now in top operating condition.

Cal Worthington and his Dog Spot from the 25 April, 2010 LA Times

For those who have been to or through Los Angeles have undoubtly heard Cal Worthington hawking cars on TV with My Dog Spot.  If you never heard of him you never been to LA.  He had almost all kinds of animals with him on the show but never had a dog.  Cal had an interesting life to include being a pilot in the AAC.  He was born poor in Oklahoma and quit school at 15 – never liked it.  He joined the Army Air Corps in WWII and became a bomber pilot and flew 29 missions over Germany and was decorated with the DFC.  After the war the airlines wouldn’t hire him because he didn’t have a college degree and he wasn’t interested in going back to school.  He got into selling cars which at first he had to hitch-hike to his lot since he didn’t have a car because he sold them off as fast as he got them.  He was determined never to be poor again.  Now 89 he is one of the wealthiest men in LA with all the women problems that goes with it.  He almost sounded like he had been an Air Commando sometime in his life.

Gene Mechling, Jr , ebmechling@goeastern ,  Death of spouse

To our many friends, neighbors and acquaintances in and around Easton and beyond,

            Ann, in her passing, I as her spouse and with our family, want to thank you all deeply, for your out pouring of comfort, love and help during this period. This may be overkill, for some, but I feel it is very much warranted and  we want you to know we all really appreciate it! Your out pouring has been overwhelming. And I don’t want to overlook anyone, so pass the word if I have ! 

            Ann is still with us all, in spirit, if not in body, and always will be through her strength of personality and strong beliefs. Yes, I swept the kitchen floor this morning, for some unknown reason, I had to notice it. I swept it, but I refused to use the mop. We’ll see whose boss here! Men do have rights too you know? Yes, Mozart and Beethoven are coming next!

Again many thanks and stay well you all! Will see you around,  Gene

Eugene D. Rossel

Tel/Fax 909-591-5710

E-mail aircommando1@earthlink.net
Web site
http://home.earthlink.net/~aircommando1/  



http://www.specialoperations.net 
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1 May 2010

6083 Rosa Ct


     Chino, CA 91710


To:
James D. Boney


Editor: Air commando Association Newsletter


626 Powell


Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547-1715


E-mail


Tel 850-862-0349, Fax 850-243-3568


            Ref ACANEWSFeb10


Dear Jim:


Here is my input for the May 2010 Newsletter.

BG Robert Cardenas to Be Honored for Flight Test

BG Cardenas was the former Special Air Warfare Center (SAWC) commander from June 1968 to Jul 1969 and just recently celebrated his 90th birthday see http://gallery.me.com/frank.sailer/100464 .  What most of us who served under him in SAWC did not know of his historical aviation pioneer work he did in the USAF.  He will be honored by The Flight Test Historical Foundation (FTHF) at Edwards AFB, CA who will bestow on BG Cardenas the first  FTHF Life time Achievement Award for Excellence in Flight Test  in a gala affair on Sat 8 May 2010 at the Proud Bird Grand Ballroom near the LAX airport  in Los  Angeles, CA –see www.edwardsmuseun.com .  The restaurant is a real historical site which most of the aviation pioneers are honored there and the restaurant is loaded with aviation historical artifacts.  They have historical aircraft of some of the most famous aircraft from WWI to the present.   It is a very fitting facility to honor BG Cardenas because of its historical contributions to the aviation industry in Southern California.  I will attend for the ACA.

 General Cardenas was born in Merida, Yucatan, Mexico in 1920 and later attended schools in San Diego.  General Cardenas began his military career as a Private in the Army Coast Artillery, and then became a pilot as a Cadet in the Army Air Corps.  In 1941, the graduates of his flight training class were asked who among them had glider experience; Bob Cardenas was the only one who raised his hand. Result: 2nd Lt. Cardenas was sent in 1942 to Twenty-Nine Palms, Calif., where he was tasked with the job of establishing a U.S. Army Air Forces (AAF) glider training school. 

During this assignment, he acquired his initial test piloting experience as he evaluated a series of prototype gliders as well as the operational concepts for their employment. Following a stint as a test pilot for the Aircraft Laboratory at Wright Field, Ohio, he flew combat in B-24s for the 506th Bombardment Squadron. Shot down on his 20th mission over Germany in March 1944, he escaped into Switzerland and then into France prior to D-Day. 


Returning to the States, General Cardenas became a test pilot after his 1945 graduation from the Flight Performance School. He participated in the flight test evaluation of the German ME-262 and the ARADO 234. Considered one of the AAFs top multi-engine test pilots, he was assigned as project pilot for the XB-45 program and designated chief of the Flight Test Divisions Bomber Ops Section in 1946. In 1947, Cardenas was a key member of the X-1 supersonic project. He was the Operations Officer and the command pilot of the B-29 that launched Chuck Yeager in the X-1 into the realm of supersonic flight. 

In 1948, he was assigned as Officer in Charge of Flight Test Division projects at Muroc AFB and Chief Air Force Test Pilot of the YB-49 Flying Wing program. After completion of the Performance Phase II, he checked out Captain Glen Edwards on the YB-49 since he was the Chief Test Pilot for the YB-49 Flying Wing, and later turned the program over to Glen Edwards while he went to school at USC.   Capt Glen Edwards was killed in the crash of the aircraft and Edwards AFB is named after him. In 1949, Cardenas flew the YB-49 from Muroc AFB to Andrews AFB to set a transcontinental record of 4 hours, 05 minutes, covering 2,258 miles at a speed of 511.2 mph. 

During the Korean War, Cardenas was at Wright Field and Edwards testing new jet fighters and bombers. He then became the Commander of the 51st Fighter Interceptor Wing in Okinawa, flying the F-86D. Later, he was Commander of the 18th Tactical Fighter Wing on Okinawa during the Gulf of Tonkin crisis in 1964, and for two years flew the F-105 over Vietnam. 

He returned to the U.S. to command the 835th Air Division at McConnell AFB, training F-105 crews for combat in Vietnam

Cardenas went on to Air War College and on graduation was assigned as Chief of the Aircraft & Missile Programs Division in the Pentagon. 

From the Pentagon, he was made Chief of The Special Operations Division at US Strike Command HQ in Tampa, Florida. This later led to his Command of the Air Force Special Air Warfare Center. 

He went on to be assigned in Europe as Vice Commander of the 16th Air Force in Spain. It was here that he had the dubious honor of negotiating the withdrawal of U.S. armed forces in Libya with Muhmar Quadafi. 


For his birthday his family arranged the Santa Luz Country Club with pictures of his life scattered around the banquet hall see http://gallery.me.com/frank.sailer/100464l.    Picture 5411 is a picture of my Father and mother; 5412 has assorted shots; 5443 is our grandson Rick with Gladys the picture in the background is me as a child; 5454 is our granddaughter Torrey;


5456 is Robin's husband Frank with David and Mike; 5461 is my niece Michelle with our daughter Robin; 5465 is Mark and 5469 is Mike; 5474 is our granddaughters Kelly and Jenna; 5475 shows Alec, Kevin & Katlyn.    5436 shows some of the tables in the banquet room.


The very first group of pictures was taken at Mt. Soledad where Richard Sr. (buried at the Air Force Academy), Michael and Mark had their stone Plaques placed alongside mine.


Bob Cardenas notes for the 2nd Air Division Reunion

Shawn, 


I would be more than happy to be there.    I would appreciate a ride if possible.    Hate that LA area traffic.    Have attached a picture of my B-24 going down in flames over Germany.     The original oil painting hangs in the San Diego International Aerospace Museum along with a brass plaque explaining the mission and the picture.    I was not with my crew since I was riding Command Pilot that day.     I have also attached a picture of the large bronze B-24 monument that we placed at the Veterans Memorial Garden of the Veterans Memorial Center in San Diego.    Many 2nd Air Division people made this possible.


Bob Cardenas

Dave Kleinschmitt, kuyashadow@yahoo.com, SSgt Robert Foster


Gene; thank you so much for that fast reply, and for forwarding my email on. To that end, I just received an email from Maj Meeks giving me some info and that we will continue. You have no idea how much this has meant to me. I have worn SSgt Foster's bracelet for 10+ years, the reason I selected his was that I was also a SSgt in the AF at one time, I had flown C-47's with the Ops guys at Pease AFB in the mid 60's, and that SSgt Foster was 38 at the time of his death, my age at AF retirement. It just seemed to fit. Since then have done research on the accident along with the A Shau valley area in general, but wanted a more personal addition, which you have given me, and I thank you. I will be in touch, and will look for Chris Hobson information.  My best regards to you, Dave Kleinschmidt, 2340 Emmett Dr NW, Salem, OR   97304, 503-779-4558


Joe Kittinger –What a guy!  Central Florida and the aerospace community know Joe Kittinger as holder of one of the most impressive aeronautical records — a 102,800-foot jump from a balloon to a New Mexico desert floor in 1960 as the space age dawned.

Half a century later, at age 81, Kittinger is helping another daring man try to break his record by leaping from the edge of space, a nearly 23-mile drop from the stratosphere.

The man planning to break Kittinger's record — Felix "Fearless Felix" Baumgartner — also expects to be the first skydiver to break the speed of sound. No one is certain Baumgartner will survive the jump, but Kittinger, who lives in Altamonte Springs, is confident enough in the project's success to lend his expertise and support.

"I wouldn't be in it if I didn't think he could do it," said Kittinger, a retired 


 Air Force" 
U.S. Air Force
 colonel.

Through the years, Kittinger turned down numerous requests to help daredevils’ intent on breaking his record. This one, he determined, is different.

The "Red Bull Stratos" project is less about breaking a record than about gaining scientific, medical and technical knowledge for the next era in space, say those involved in the project.

"I'm delighted to take a part. When we did these flights [and jumps], we did not do it to set records," said Kittinger, who twice jumped from 74,700 feet or higher before his landmark descent o


Record-holder and mentor

In his early 40s, Baumgartner is a veteran skydiver and BASE jumper. He has jumped from towers and bridges, and in 2003 he became the first person to cross the English Channel with a carbon wing.

"There's no doubt if everything goes right that he'll break the sound barrier," said Clark, who described Baumgartner as a "cerebral" type who is not shy about raising questions and concerns, which keeps the project scientists on their toes and doing their homework

Baumgartner, Clark said, understands he might not survive but "wants to prove to himself that you can do things beyond comprehension."


Carol Hattrup, checkmate3@comcast.net  Col Jack Brennecke


 I am one of Col (ret) Jack Brennecke's daughters---is the unit he was affiliated with (Ranch Hand) in Vietnam?  Trying to do some research, appreciate any assistance.  C.L. Hattrup, (Col, USAF, JAGC, Ret), Arlington, VA 22202, (703) 664-0366

checkmate3@comcast.net or via www.moaa.org

Yes it was in Vietnam.  Is there anything I can help you out with?  I have a list of Ranch Hand crews, some tail numbers and some information if you are looking for some historical data.  Are you searching for data on Agent Orange medical data or you writing a story?  If you let me know what you are looking for I will put you into the right place.  Gene Rossel


Carol Hattrup, checkmate3@comcast.net , Col Brennecke


At this point, am just trying to get his basic service data (assignments, Silver Star citation, etc.) as he is seriously ill....he is in a nursing home right now.    He's just never given us his military bio information, or the units he was assigned to, and that sort of thing, and like all kids, until we had grandkids, or became vets ourselves, we really never appreciated the importance or significance of that information.  I was only about 9 or 10 years old when he did his one year tour in Vietnam. 

However, I could certainly consider writing a story for MOAA magazine, as I am currently on the MOAA Board of Directors now, a nonprofit veteran's organization, and much of the legislation it lobbies for pertains to veterans’ disability, CRSC, CDRP, as well as other legislation to support wounded warriors. 

 Other than going to the National Records Center with an SF 180 which usually only releases personal records or individual citations after a death, thought I would try to locate some biographical information through his former unit. 

 Thanks for the quick reply, Carol  

Can any of you Ranch Hands help Col Brennecke’s daughter?     

 

.


L.D. Strouse, mailto:loongles@gmail.com , Night raid on Son Tay


I knew Jerry at Hurlburt when I was a FAC IP.  Again in Vietnam when he was flying A-1s and I was with AAM.  Then in Laos when he was running things and yet again as a civilian in Cambodia when he was working for Bird Air.  I guess I never had any reason to make formal contact therefore he was always Jerry.   No offense meant.  Les


 Eugene Rossel, aircommando1@earthlink.net:

It was Jerry Rhein but I think his formal name was Ed.  I knew Jerry very well and we were in Laos together.   He was the AOC commander at 20A I believe several times.  He was there when I was there.

 L.D. Strouse, loongles@gmail.com , Night raid on Son Tay, Gene, Me thinks that the A-1 leader was Jerry Rhein.  And I am not sure that I have spelled his last name correctly.  We were FAC IPs together at Hurlburt.  We worked for different companies together in SEA at various times!  LOL Les Strouse

Jerry Rhein, Night Raid on Soy Tay

I always knew him as Jerry and always called him that as well as did everybody else.  I saw his formal name of Ed on several documents in the past and Gen Manor used his formal name.  I didn’t know he flew for Bird Air.  I will put this in the ACA Newsletter.  Thanks for the info.

DC-3 Stories Abound, http://www.thelasttime.org/diaries.htm 

As details firm up for the huge gathering of DC-3 and C-47 aircraft just before AirVenture, those with a personal attachment to the venerable aircraft are telling their stories. Organizers of the Last Time, a celebration of the 75th anniversary of the first flight of the aircraft, have opened a diary section on their Web site that encourages the swapping of yarns about the iconic aircraft. From stories about JATO-assisted takeoffs (800 feet) to bush flying to super secret electronic surveillance missions in Vietnam, the site covers the history of the aircraft through the eyes of those who flew it. Although more than 130 such stories have been added to the site, organizers say that's the tip of the iceberg and they're hoping for thousands of entries. Meanwhile preparations continue for the mass formation flight of 40 aircraft from Rock Falls, ILL to Oshkosh for the opening day of AirVenture on July 26 which will include one of the last flying DC-2s in existence.

The Museum of Flight in Seattle owns N1934D but Clay Lacy has been instrumental in restoring it to flying condition and will be in the left seat when it takes part in the festivities. The aircraft was built in 1934 and was originally sold to Pan Am for use in South America. It spent time as a smoke jumper platform before it was acquired by the Douglas Historical Society in the 1970s. It spent 15 years parked at Santa Monica Airport before the Seattle museum bought it and put it in good enough flying condition for the trip to Seattle, where it was put on static display, still in need of engine work. Lacy flew it back to Van Nuys earlier this year to overhaul the engines and it's now in top operating condition.

Someone remembers SEA –author unknown.  Now 42 years have passed and, thankfully, I rarely think of those days in Cambodia, Laos, and the panhandle of North Vietnam where small teams of Americans and Montangards fought much larger elements of the North Vietnamese Army. Instead I see vignettes: some exotic, some mundane:

*The smell of Nuc Mam.


*The heat, dust, and humidity.


*The blue exhaust of cycles clogging the streets.


*Elephants moving silently through the tall grass.


*Hard eyes behind the servile smiles of the villagers.


*Standing on a mountain in Laos and hearing a tiger roar.


*A young girl squeezing my hand as my medic delivered her baby.


*The flowing Ao Dais of the young women biking down Tran Hung Dao.


*My two years as Casualty Notification Officer in North Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland.


J.C. Wheeler , All EC-47 Folks The EC-47 Site 

I received a phone call last evening from one of ours, Leroy Gray.  Leroy is looking for an email address, a postal address, a phone number or any other way of contacting the widow of Capt. Walter F. Burke.     Capt. Burke was one of the men lost on Cap 72 on Feb. 5th, 1969, lost out of Pleiku.  Leroy and Walter were both in the same Pilot Training Class.   The class wants to invite Walter's widow to join them at their reunions.   Any help would be most appreciated.  If you have something, please send it to me and I will forward it to Leroy as he did not address the subject of how to get information to him.

 Thanks and I hope to see you all in about a month in Florida for Reunion 2010.  Take Care and Keep in Touch, J.C.

 


 Ron Workman, workmanr@bigpound.net.au , Australia   Anzac Day 25 April, 2010


Good morning Gene, Trust both you and Anne are in good health.  Apologies for the long dwell in any sort of contact, both Marj and self have had a few surgeries that put us out of action for quite a spell.  Well with the lead up to Anzac Day Dawn Service and Mid Day Service our thoughts and acknowledgements to our American counterparts is ongoing on this special Day as we pay tribute to our fallen.  Garry Cooper will be with us this year with Keith Payne VC on overseas commitments then opening a Cenotaph out of respect to all Australian Indigenous Service personnel who have fought in all wars and conflicts since WW1.  I enjoyed your US Gallipoli email.


Take care and sincere regards: Ron & Marj. Workman


Gran Craddock. gran@craddock.com Maj George Henry "Gus" Albrecht T-28 driver KIA Vietnam

Gents, I need to bring you two up to date on events.  The bad news is that I was not able to vet Gus in time to make the cut for Alumni Weekend at the end of this month.  The good news is that his name will be unveiled on Veterans’ Day in November.  In a way, that is a much more impressive ceremony.  It is done at a candle light ceremony.   Actually, Gus will get a “twofer” by doing it this way.  


The general will tell all about Gus at the memorial ceremony during Alumni Weekend and again in November.  From what I gather, Gus was famous for getting an extra something thrown in.  So, this is in keeping with his past.  However, I have to write up something for the general to say about Gus.


To that end, I am attaching a copy of a picture of his metals that are shown on the Virtual Vietnam Veterans’ Wall.  The only one I recognize is the Purple Heart.  I would appreciate your telling me what the others are.  Concerning his paratrooper training – was he entailed to wear those wings, also?  


The problem is that I am under the gun to get something to the general’s office by the 26th and it looks as if I am going to have to take my wife to the Mayo Clinic for a procedure on her back.  So, your prompt response will be appreciated.  Thanks, Gran


Please send Gran any information any remembrance of his exploits and his bravery in the Air Commandos you have of Gus for his induction in his old military school.  

James R "Chilli" Wills,   jrwills9@msn.com, Daughter’s Retirement form USN       

Hi Guys.  Many of you met my daughter at our last reunion. She has decided to retire after twenty one years of service. With her permission, I am extending the invitation, to attend her retirement ceremony, on to you. If you happen to be in the area, stop by.  CDR Pamela Y. Willsborgstede, on the occasion of her retirement from the United States Navy Friday, the thirtieth of April Two thousand and ten at four o’clock p.m. SOCCENT Main Conference Room SOCCENT Headquarters MacDill Air Force Base, Florida



Nolan Schmidt, Nolschfly@aol.com , HH-53 Jolly Green Rescue Mission

For me, the real heroes of the air war over North Vietnam and Laos were the aircrews of the air rescue mission (HH-53s in this clip.)  Unfortunately they don't mention the CH-3's, other helicopter types, Sandy (A-1 propeller driven fighters) who went in first and "sanitized" the area as best they could -- and others who also participated.  In South Vietnam the Army Helios also would come to our rescue.    The action documented here occurred during my third SEA tour (F-4s this time, like the fighter depicted) and is but one rescue that was conducted on a nearly daily basis in one part of the combat area or another.  It was an unbending tradition on the fighter bases that helicopter aircrews never had to buy their own drinks at the bar.  NWS


 

                                                                                                           

George Weeden, WeedenGSW46@aol.com, Tom Baer 


You did great, I received several e mails from guys that remembered Tom Baer, He answered one and we are having a very good conservation over the internet.  Thanks Again and keep up the good work


George


Wells Jackson, jaxcafe100@yahoo.com , LeMoyne Hall, Former Eastern DC-7B N836D approved for Flight!


What a beauty.....The DC-7 was a nice airplane... Airlift International flew DC-7's into Howard on contract in the 60's.  I don't know if you knew this, but I crossed the picket line in July 1989 at Eastern and flew Boeing-727's and DC-9's during their final year and a half of operations.


Thanks Lemoyne, Wells Jackson 


Wells was threatened by the union with bodily harm for doing this


Harold Skipper, skipperhj@tampabay.rr.com , The Pacific, WW II Photos & C-123

I was scared to open this. But glad I did.  I have seen most of these shots (but I don't think all) and will be embarrassed if you tell me I should have, that I had sent the whole collection out.  Who did you get my name from?  I was a B-29 navigator at the end of the Korean War, then to pilot training and mostly tankers.  I was in C-123s during the Vietnam War and then to the EC-135 at Hickam AFB. Had a short tour at the Space Defense Center to finish it out - 1975. I am interested in your aircommando1. Best regards.   (The C-123 was the only airplane I could crash on landing be complimented....I hit within the first ten feet of the runway).


The Pilot Personality – I always wondered about them?
 Pilots are a distinct segment of the general population. 

In addition to flying skills, pilots are selected for their personalities and for a distinct "pilot persona." These characteristics make them safer pilots.
Pilots tend to be physically and mentally healthy. Pilots tend to be "reality based," because by the very nature of their work they are constantly testing reality. There are those; however who would dispute this claim.

Pilots tend to be self-sufficient and may have difficulty functioning in team situations without CRM and other training. They have difficulty trusting anyone to do the job as well as they can. Pilots tend to be suspicious, even a little paranoid. In moderation, this quality serves them well within their environment and is, in fact, a quality that managements look for in the pilot personality. Outside the cockpit, this quality shows up in the tendency of many pilots to set two or three alarm clocks-- even though he or she may generally wake up before any of the alarms go off. The suspicious/paranoid tendency also affects the way pilots function in their private lives, as well.

Pilots tend to be intelligent but are typically not intellectually oriented. They like "toys"-- boats, cars, motorcycles, big watches, etc. They are good at taking things apart, if not putting them back together. Pilots are concrete, practical, linear thinkers rather than abstract, philosophical, or theoretical. On a scale that ranges from analytically oriented to emotionally oriented, pilots tend to be toward the analytical end. They are extremely reality and goal-oriented. They like lists showing concrete problems, not talking about them. This goal orientation tends towards the short term as opposed to the long term. Pilots are bimodal: on/off, black/white, good/bad, safe/unsafe, regulations/non-regulations.
Pilots are inclined to modify their environment rather than their own behavior. Pilots need excitement; a 9-to-5 job would drive most pilots to distraction. Pilots are competitive, being driven by a need to achieve, and don't handle failure particularly well. Pilots have a low tolerance for personal imperfection, and long memories of perceived injustices.

 Pilots tend to be scanners, drawing conclusions rapidly about situational facts. Pilots scan people as if they were instruments; they draw conclusions at a glance rather than relying on long and emotion-laden conversations.
Pilots avoid introspection and have difficulty revealing, expressing, or even recognizing their feelings. When they do experience unwanted feelings, they tend to mask them, sometimes with humor or even anger. Being unemotional helps pilots deal with crises, but can make them insensitive toward the feelings of others. The spouses and children of pilots frequently complain that the pilot has difficulty expressing complex human emotions toward them.

This emotional "block" can create difficulty communicating. How many incidents or accidents have occurred due to poor communications? The vast majority of Professional Standards cases will be caused by poor communication.   Courtesy of ALPA (Air Line Pilots Association)

Ron Phillips, randtphillips@gmail.com, Dick Russell visit.  Two original Air Commandos have a mini reunion.

Had a most enjoyable day yesterday visiting Dick Russell who was here in Santa Fe, New Mexico visiting his sister.  It had been a number of years since we had communicated, so we racked our aging brains and rehashed a lot of old memories and friends from the Jungle Jim and early Commando days.  Any ears burning among you old farts from the early sixties?  We treated all of you humanely, even honorably!    We both hope there will be another reunion before too long with emphasis on those early days and all the adventuresome folks that were a part of it.  Ron Phillips



Ron Kulig, ronkul@msn.com  Skyraider!


When I viewed this clip I got chills and a lot of memories. Worked on them for over 2 years, at Pleiku, RVN and of course NKP. Great airplane. Was run up and taxi qualified? You guys enjoy. Ron Kulig, Recip Engine Shop, Spad Mech.

Paul Copher, PaulC76504@aol.com ,  Found lost soul
 I was taking my Dad, Col. Paul D. Copher (Ret) to dinner when a man came running up to my Explorer and asked about the Special Operations Assn. license plate on the front of the vehicle. He stated his name was Mike Maleski and he had been in Special Operations a long time ago. He then said he had been assigned to Hurlburt, or as my old orders said "Eglin Aux. Field # 9". OSI never could figure out why I had been taken from OSI and sent to Florida as they could not find an Aux Field # 9! But this man revealed he had worn his bush hat and blue ascot and had been a member of an early training team to SEA. 


 


After that adventure he changed his career field from Air Commando to Chaplain! I asked if he was a member of the ACA and he had no idea it existed. I took his name and email of MMaleski@cox.net. I sent him the ACA address and that of the SOA so I thought I had better follow up with a note to you all. 


 


After a tour with Treasury as an instructor at FLETC I returned to Tucson and taught high school gifted and talented kids for some years until I fell into a job as a movie and TV technical advisor on weaponry (all that 5 years of running the USAF SOS DIT Course Weapons Demo) plus OSI and Tucson Police background helped out a great deal).


 


We lost Mom 5 years back and Dad who was the Deputy Base Commander of Thule when the B 52 crashed spilling men and nukes on the ice and ended his 32 year career as Base Commander of Davis Monthan here in Tucson has Alzheimer so I am taking care of him. The only time he is normal is when he eats out on the town so my Explorer with its military decals gets some attention and allows me to find some old vets like Mr. Maleski. 


 Paul D. Copher Jr., USAF Special Operations School DIT (1983-88), USAF OSI (1976-83), Tucson Police Dept. (1975-76)


Al Wight, aawight@peoplepc.com, Valve job!!!!!!!!!!! April 19, 2010 8:54 AM.  Recovery.


The U-10 VC Killer 1962

Success!  I spent 17 days in the Methodist hospital DeBakey Heart Institute in Houston.  I drove the doctors and nurses crazy until they let me out.  I spent a couple weeks at Chris' brother’s house there.  His wife is a thirty year nurse who works in the VIP suites where the rich and famous go.  My son-in-law and daughter drove down Sunday, yesterday, and brought us back to Dallas where we will stay about 3 weeks.  I feel pretty good, but very weak.  I'll be off most of the medications after 30 days.  Couldn't stand the sight of food for quite a while, but now am beginning to eat better.  I lost 15 pounds.  Really not a good way to lose weight.  They replaced my aortic valve with a third generation porcine valve and part of the aorta which was starting to bulge because of the high pressure squirting through the narrowed valve.  They split my breast bone to get at the heart and super glued it back together.  Quit taking the powerful pain pills which were making my brain foggier than usual and I was having a hard time focusing my eyes.  Coughing and sneezing are torture, but I am better able to tolerate the pain every day.  I had one of the best heart surgeons in the world which gave me confidence that everything would turn out okay.  It is just a matter of time now to get my strength and stamina back.  I really appreciate your thoughts and prayers. Love you all. Al Wight, Al Wight from "The Edge of Nowhere."

Al your operation scares the hell out of mer.  Get well soon.  Miss your emails - Gene

		A-1 Skyraider Remember by the USAF and USN.  Meet "The Beast" -- the A-1 Skyraider.  The Douglas "Able Dog" joined the fleet in 1945 and was phased-out in 1966.  It went on to fly with the USAF into the early 1970s when most were transferred to the Vietnamese AF.  Skyradiers were formidable ground attack machines and were the heavy punch for Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR) missions.  

 


"The Beast" was big, heavy, and had a P&W R-3350 radial engine swinging a 14-1/2 foot, 4-bladed prop,   The AD (or A-1 after 1962) was the first attack aircraft to lift more ordnance that it weighed.  Skyraiders carried four 20mm cannon, ten 5-inch rockets, and had two wing hard points and one centerline hard point for fuel tanks or bombs.  The Skyraider was replaced by the A-4 Skyhawk, A-6 Intruder, and A-7 Corsair II in Navy attack squadrons.  

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f5kNlb0prOE&NR=1

A Navy pilot who loved the A-1 and his remembrance of this great bird.     Many "Thanks" for the video clip of the Skyraider Attack Aircraft. I extended my original active duty contract just to get to fly this wonderful aircraft. After getting commissioned as an Ensign & getting my Gold Wings @ Corpus Christi, TX, I was assigned to VA(AW)~35 @ NAS North Island (Coronado), CA. I was fortunate to get assigned to a special detachment under the leadership of then LT Jack T French & deployed from USS Hancock (CVA~19). Our normal 6month deployment turned into an 11 month action tour when the Chinese started shelling the islands of Matsu & Quemoy, which the Taiwanese owned. We were suddenly pulled out of a Liberty stop @ Hong Kong, & left a Liberty Shore Party to figure out how to catch up with us off GCI Site "Snowball". Flying AD5N Pathfinders each of us had a Division of straight AD's with us & we were all armed to the teeth.  Had the "Real Balloon" gone up, we had predetermined targets that we were directed to take out. We also had the remarkable ability to treat target areas with "Cancer Preventive Treatments" that would stop the ChiComs cold.

 


All told, I logged about a 1,000 hours in the SPAD . . . ( it was the 10 to 11 hour flights off Vladivostok that were real Butt-Killers . . . and you had to have been hung like a horse to use the "Poopy~suit Relief Tube" ! For me, there was no relief!)

Thanks for the memories, Shipmate.  OH, that # 500 Spad w/ the lightning bolt & Bumble-Bee tail was the squadron that shot down a MIG over Vietnam . . . & my former Boss, J T French was to later command that squadron!

 'Doc' Wagner, av8rdoc@yahoo.com , Remembrances of our toilets in Vietnam.


Squatters' were those who ruined our 'sitters' in RVN...climbing on the commodes busted the latrine seats all to heck in hurry and we ALL became squatters!  Doc' W.
 L.D. Strouse <loongles@gmail.com> wrote:


And Mac still has a thing about "sitter shitters" rather than squatters.  I do sympathize!  The squatters are hard on the old knees.  LOL.  Les Strouse


 KORAT ARMY MEDIC <thearmyguy.09@cox.net> wrote:


But for years we had the only flush toilets...folks came from miles around to use them...compliments of Mac Thompson and his boys...







Dear Gene:


Walter J. Boyne, Wboyne@verizon.net , www.air-boyne.com ACA Member


Sorry not to have been responding lately, but was on a cruise to Bahamas from April 12-17 then had a tour in the hospital April 19-23rd as a result of two blood clots in my lung; they are the side effects of the chemo medicine apparently. Feeling better now, still a little rocky, but taking it easy. Best wishes from -Walt 

Hope you get well soon with those problems.

Ted Lehmann tedandaj@hughes.net, Old Flight Suits leaves some history in this world.

Hi, I live in the Ft. Walton Beach area and I'm a collector of Vietnam era Air Commando Flight suits and jackets, etc.   I try to get info on the veterans of the uniforms I have.  I was wondering if you have any info you can give me on a Colonel Bill Keeler.   I bought some of his uniforms at an estate sale in Ft. Walton Beach a few years ago, but don't have any info on his service.  I have a flight suit with a 1st Air Commando Wing patch on one shoulder and an F-5 patch on the other.  Any help would be great.


Thank you all for your service to our country.  I was only a kid back when the war was going, but am really thankful of what the Special Operations units did during that time.  


 I have enclosed a couple of pictures of some of the items I have.  Have a great day, Regards, Ted Lehmann, Crestview, FL

Bill Keeler remembered.  Bill I will let you answer this since he is looking for you and must have your flight suit.  Let me know what happens


From the Tailhook Association website:
"For those unfamiliar with the aircraft, the E-2 is the only fixed wing aircraft operating off the carrier today without ejection seats -- because of the arrangement of the aircraft and the overhead radar dome, there is no practical way to eject from the aircraft."
http://tailhookdaily.typepad.com/tailhook_daily_briefing/2010/03/vaw121-e2c-hawkeye-lost-at-sea.html

Great pucker factor I bet on landing and takeoff.


Here are some more photos of the gathering of the 17 B-25s and remaining Raiders.  http://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/photos/mediagallery.asp?galleryID=8395&page=1

For those who flew the B-25 you will have some great memories of this site.

Legislature Renames State Road 397To Honor Colonel Bud Day


 Travelers on State Road 397 from Government Avenue to the North Gate of Eglin AFB soon will be riding on Colonel Bud Day Boulevard thanks to legislation sponsored by Senator Don Gaetz, and passed by the House and Senate today.  

 “Our community is honored to be home to America’s greatest living military hero,” Gaetz (R-Niceville) said.  “It’s entirely fitting that the women and men who work on Eglin will see Colonel Day’s name and be reminded of  his courage and patriotism every day on their way to protect and serve our country.”

 Colonel Day served in the Marine Corps, the Army and the Air Force during his thirty-five years of military service.  He was awarded ten Air Medals, four Purple Hearts, four Bronze Stars, the Silver Star, the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Legion of Merit, the Air Force Cross and the nation’s highest military honor, the Medal of Honor.  He is the most decorated member of the military since General Douglas MacArthur.  

 


The bill was sponsored in the House by Representative Dave Murzin (R-Pensacola) and co-sponsored by Representative Matt Gaetz (R-Fort Walton Beach).

 “Colonel Day honors us by allowing the State of Florida to attach his name to ours,” Senator Gaetz said.  “He surely could rest on his lifetime of laurels but he continues to serve our community and his country every day.”

A great tribute to an outstanding warrior.

Drone Pilots Could Be Tried for ‘War Crimes,’ Law Prof Says | Danger Room | Wired.com. 

 This is interesting.  Now what do we do now?   The story is in below.  I wonder what our new younger warriors will take this.  Of course Curtis Lemay also was in danger of this if we lost.

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2010/04/drone-pilots-could-be-tried-for-war-crimes-law-prof-says/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+wired/index+(Wired:+Index+3+(Top+Stories+2)) 


Leon Delisle, leon50@sbcglobal.net

A no bull, factual Air Force documentary film is being produced by a pal of mine named Leon Delisle: "An Airman's Story."  The film is NOT a commercial venture...it's out-of-pocket.  He is seeking more SEA photos, especially gun camera film of MIGs, or SAMs.  Audio-Visual or Photo Recce troops might know where to find them.   'Doc' Wagner, Ubon, NKP and a USAF Flight Surgeon

From: MacAlan Thompson 


Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 2:51 AM


To: TLC Brotherhood 


DC-3/C-47/R4D Stories

DC-3 Stories Abound


http://www.avweb.com/eletter/archives/avflash/1619-full.html#202443

Check out the link to the stories, lots now with more to come, so check back now and then. 


Sure a neat flying machine!  Mac Thompson, Thailand

As details firm up for the huge gathering of DC-3 and C-47 aircraft just before AirVenture, those with a personal attachment to the venerable aircraft are telling their stories. Organizers of the Last Time, a celebration of the 75th anniversary of the first flight of the aircraft, have opened a diary section on their Web site that encourages the swapping of yarns about the iconic aircraft. 


http://www.thelasttime.org/diaries.htm

From stories about JATO-assisted takeoffs (800 feet) to bush flying to super secret electronic surveillance missions in Vietnam, the site covers the history of the aircraft through the eyes of those who flew it. Although more than 130 such stories have been added to the site, organizers say that's the tip of the iceberg and they're hoping for thousands of entries. Meanwhile preparations continue for the mass formation flight of 40 aircraft from Rock Falls, ILL to Oshkosh for the opening day of AirVenture on July 26 which will include one of the last flying DC-2s in existence.


The Museum of Flight in Seattle owns N1934D but Clay Lacy has been instrumental in restoring it to flying condition and will be in the left seat when it takes part in the festivities. The aircraft was built in 1934 and was originally sold to Pan Am for use in South America. It spent time as a smoke jumper platform before it was acquired by the Douglas Historical Society in the 1970s. It spent 15 years parked at Santa Monica Airport before the Seattle museum bought it and put it in good enough flying condition for the trip to Seattle, where it was put on static display, still in need of engine work. Lacy flew it back to Van Nuys earlier this year to overhaul the engines and it's now in top operating condition.

Cal Worthington and his Dog Spot from the 25 April, 2010 LA Times


For those who have been to or through Los Angeles have undoubtly heard Cal Worthington hawking cars on TV with My Dog Spot.  If you never heard of him you never been to LA.  He had almost all kinds of animals with him on the show but never had a dog.  Cal had an interesting life to include being a pilot in the AAC.  He was born poor in Oklahoma and quit school at 15 – never liked it.  He joined the Army Air Corps in WWII and became a bomber pilot and flew 29 missions over Germany and was decorated with the DFC.  After the war the airlines wouldn’t hire him because he didn’t have a college degree and he wasn’t interested in going back to school.  He got into selling cars which at first he had to hitch-hike to his lot since he didn’t have a car because he sold them off as fast as he got them.  He was determined never to be poor again.  Now 89 he is one of the wealthiest men in LA with all the women problems that goes with it.  He almost sounded like he had been an Air Commando sometime in his life.

Gene Mechling, Jr , ebmechling@goeastern ,  Death of spouse

To our many friends, neighbors and acquaintances in and around Easton and beyond,


            Ann, in her passing, I as her spouse and with our family, want to thank you all deeply, for your out pouring of comfort, love and help during this period. This may be overkill, for some, but I feel it is very much warranted and  we want you to know we all really appreciate it! Your out pouring has been overwhelming. And I don’t want to overlook anyone, so pass the word if I have ! 


            Ann is still with us all, in spirit, if not in body, and always will be through her strength of personality and strong beliefs. Yes, I swept the kitchen floor this morning, for some unknown reason, I had to notice it. I swept it, but I refused to use the mop. We’ll see whose boss here! Men do have rights too you know? Yes, Mozart and Beethoven are coming next!


Again many thanks and stay well you all! Will see you around,  Gene


Eugene D. Rossel


Tel/Fax 909-591-5710


E-mail aircommando1@earthlink.net

Web site
http://home.earthlink.net/~aircommando1/  




http://www.specialoperations.net 





